A sower went out to sow his seed
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 (Lk 8,4-15)

It is not enough for the minister of the Word to go out to sow. It is necessary that he has with him the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, Thus Saint Paul: “Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your ground. So stand fast with your loins girded in truth, clothed with righteousness as a breastplate, and your feet shod in readiness for the gospel of peace. In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench all [the] flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” (Eph 6,13-17). Today we sow with the spirit of men, no longer with the Holy Spirit, who is the only one who knows and gives the Word of Christ Jesus. We no longer believe in the saving power of the Word of the Lord: “Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to discern reflections and thoughts of the heart. No creature is concealed from him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account.” (Hb 4,12-13). Not believing in the Word, there is no longer true mission, true pastoral care, true teaching, true morality, true theology, true anthropology, true eschatology. 

Instead, the sharp sword of the Word comes out of Jesus’ mouth: “Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and when I turned, I saw seven gold lampstands and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, wearing an ankle-length robe, with a gold sash around his chest. The hair of his head was as white as white wool or as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery flame. His feet were like polished brass refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing water. In his right hand he held seven stars. A sharp two-edged sword came out of his mouth, and his face shone like the sun at its brightest.” (Rv 1,12-16). But the Word must not only be said, it must also be lived. It must not only be listened to, but also put into practice: “Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his own face in a mirror. He sees himself, then goes off and promptly forgets what he looked like. But the one who peers into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, and is not a hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, such a one shall be blessed in what he does.” (Jm 1,22-25). Everything is the Word. The Word is taken away, death reigns. 

At that time, when a large crowd gathered, with people from one town after another journeying to him, Jesus spoke in a parable. “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and was trampled, and the birds of the sky ate it up. Some seed fell on rocky ground, and when it grew, it withered for lack of moisture. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some seed fell on good soil, and when it grew, it produced fruit a hundredfold.” After saying this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” Then his disciples asked him what the meaning of this parable might be. He answered, “Knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of God has been granted to you; but to the rest, they are made known through parables so that ‘they may look but not see, and hear but not understand.’ “This is the meaning of the parable. The seed is the word of God. Those on the path are the ones who have heard, but the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. Those on rocky ground are the ones who, when they hear, receive the word with joy, but they have no root; they believe only for a time and fall away in time of trial. As for the seed that fell among thorns, they are the ones who have heard, but as they go along, they are choked by the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, and they fail to produce mature fruit. But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have heard the word, embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through perseverance.
Today it is the empire of the word of man. All the theological, ascetic, mystical, moral, anthropological, eschatological, ecclesial, ministerial truth is slowly giving way to instinct, sentiment, and the taste of both. Even Christ and his mystery have been entirely made unrecognizable by man’s thought. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us people of true and steady faith in the Word of Crist Jesus.
